Prioritising Scripture

Is.the writing on the wall for




Your help and advice Is
requested

The Committee for Ministry has
been working on how its work
might better promote the use of
the Bible.

The decline in Bible literacy has
surfaced as a major concern.

The committee asks whether you share
this concern and how you would go
about increasing Bible literacy?




Holy Scripture containeth all
things necessary to salvation




The bedrock of our worship
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O Lord, open our ligs
and our mouth shall prociaim your praise.

One or more of the following is yaid or ung:
@ prayer of thanksgiving (poge 109).

@ switable hymn,

or A Song of God’s Glorious Name

© Lord our governor, «
how glorious & your name in all the world!

Your mapsty sbove the hervens is praived «
out of the mouths of babes at the breast

You harre founded 1 serongheld agaisc your foes, -
hat you mght 1l the enemy and the Ivenger.

When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers. «

the moon and the stars that you have ordained,

What are mortals. that you should be mndful of dhem; «
mere human bengs. that you should seek them ouc!

You haree made them tte lower than the angels
and crown them with glory and honour.
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The frame of much of our

As you sow, SO
shall you reap

As you sow, so shall you reap

nings/bible-phrases-sayings.ntm w =
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Mean I ng : A list of 122 everyday phrases that have a biblical

origin

Your deeds, good or bad, Will s

A broken heart

re p ay yo u I n kl n d . KJV, Psalms 3418 - The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken

heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit

A cross to bear

KJV, Luke 14:27 - And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come
after me, cannot be my disciple.

Origin: Wi
Galatians 6 KJV —

4 KJV, Deuteronomy 5:8 - Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or
Wh atso eve r a m an Soweth any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that 1s in the waters beneath the earth

A house divided against itself cannot stand

that shall he also reap.’ Bl

A law unto themselves

KJV, Romans 2:14 - For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by
nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law
unto themselves.

http://www.phrases.org.uk/




A lens on our world

Reflections on 'Give us this day our daily bread'

r" P As part of the ENOUGH FOOD FOR
= , EVERYONE IF campaign Christian Aid,

i saat s : with CAFOD and Tearfund, have
“‘“ asked writers to reflect on the text 'Give
_. S AT us this day our daily bread' to form
oY a series of weekly prayers and

reflections...
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/churches

What Does the Bible Say About Poverty?
Motivated by our faith in Jesus Christ, we

serve alongside the poor and oppressed as 88
a demonstration of God’s unconditional b33,
love for all people...
http://www.worldvision.org/news-stories-videos
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At the heart of our culture




Fewer and fewer people pick up the biblical references in
famous artistic works

BIBLICAL LITERACY -
A THREATENED WAY OF
KNOWING




Daniel w lions

Feeding 5000

Crucifixion

Good Samaritan

Job

0% 50% 100%

Percentage of children asked who had never heard of these
Bible stories

BIBLE SOCIETY
PASS-IT-ON RESEARCH 2014




Of secondary school
children DIDN'T
IDENTIFY
that The Nativity
was a Bible story

BIBLE SOCIETY
PASS-IT-ON RESEARCH 2014




David & Goliath

Good Samaritan

Adam & Eve

0% 50%

Percentage of parents who did not recognize these stories as
Bible stories

BIBLE SOCIETY
PASS-IT-ON RESEARCH 2014




A systemaitic review of some 160 sample surveys
of Bible ownership, readership, knowledge,
literalism, beliefs and attitudes since World Watr Il
demonstrates a progressive decrease in ‘Bible-
centricism’ during the past 60 years.

British Religion in Numbers, February 2014

Study by Clive Field to be published later in 2014.

BIBLE LITERACY




83% had nothing to say about the parable of The
Sower. (80% The Stilling of the Storm; 62% the
parable of The Prodigal Son; 60% the parable of
The Good Samaritan)

89% could say nothing accurate about Jacob
and Esau (85% Daniel in the Lion’s Den; 79%
Abraham and Isaac; 76% The Destruction of
Jericho)

CODEC Biblical Literacy research 2009

Interviews with randomly selected people from the streets.

BIBLE LITERACY




Put in chronological order:
a) Pentecost. b) Old Testament prophets.
c) Death of Christ. d) Abraham.

a) Saul’s death. b) Moses in Egypt.
c) Judah’s exile. d) Isaac’s birth.

Look in which book of the Bible for
Paul’s travels?

The Passover story?

The wise men visiting the baby Jesus?

Wheaton College Freshers’ Test
(as reported in Christianity Today).

BIBLE LITERACY




Put in chronological order: d) Abraham.
b) Old Testament prophets. c) Death of Christ.
a) Pentecost. 50% could not.

b) Moses in Egypt. d) Isaac’s birth. a) Saul’s
death. c¢) Judah’s exile. 50% could not.

Look in which book of the Bible for
Paul’s travels? 33% could not.

The Passover story? 50% could not.
The wise men visiting the baby Jesus?
50% could not.

Wheaton College Freshers’ Test
(as reported in Christianity Today).

BIBLE LITERACY




Is it really that bad?

Perhaps we
define biblical
literacy

too narrowly
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‘Bible literacy Is going up, not down

— thanks, Lady Gaga.’

Dr Katie Edwards, University of Sheffield
May 2014




Popular culture is saturated
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DOING GOOD HAS NEVER BEEN EASTER.

£

RETHINKING BIBLICAL LITERACY
KATIE EDWARDS




What do you think?

Is Bible literacy sharply declining?
Should we explicitly work to re-assert
biblical memory?
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Memory Lane

Forgetting Alley




Composer Debbie Wiseman (scores for Land
Girls, Judge John Deed, Haunted, etc)
Advice to would be composers:
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All people
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Danield: the selfish & foolish are so short-
o help #cLectio

1
=l 5. God mocked in misuse of things -
after all. #cLectio

| Jenny Bridgman @jcba%84 - Moy 11
Silence reigns between #Danield & 5. Has Neb's knowledge of God not been
passed to the impulsive, unwise and glutlonous Belshazzar? #clLectio

1
dallasayling (@revddal - Mov 10

MNeb loses his mind and grip on power. God restores and Meb experiences the
power of God. #cLectio

2
. Jenny Bridgman jcb9984 - MNov 10

Another step on Nebuchadnezzar's journey of transformation seems to have
produced real fruit. Majesty and splendor begin&end w/ God #cLectio

2
David Herbert i davidrherb - Mov 10

Self righteousness & self made majesty is sham. There is more to righteousness
and majesty than we can ever dream of. #Danield #cLectio

2

Christopher Burkett @theosoc - Nov 13
Whatever else #Daniel & is, it's 8 memorable spa
or do we need to shape something new in its like

David Herbert and 1 other favorited

dallasayling (@revddal - Mov 12

The word was spoken. Mo immediate repentancy
repentance given. Judgement. Consequences. ;

2
Richard Burton @ RichardBurton - MNov 12

The message in Daniel 5 that God makes all king
as enlightenment Christians don't know what to ¢

Christopher Burkett “theosoc - Nov 12
#Daniel (5.29) rewarded for terrifying interpretati
think he can worm his way out of it? #cLectio

Jenny Bridgman favorited

David Herbert (davidrherb - Moy 12

Wisdom deciphers writing on the wall #Daniels: il
sighted that they can't read the truth w/o help #




PsalterMark

A psalm a day helps you work, rest and pray

HOME ABOUT

-

An A-Z of Praise: Psalm 111 h

Posted on November 8, 2014 | Leave a comment

i i i ) i RECENT POSTS 1
Inlooking at this specific psalm we shall see how the idea of an acrostic works
and at the same time consider how this specific psalm raises some broader issues = AnA-Zof Praise: Psalm 111
that any A-Z of the psalms must address. Here is this psalm laid out so that the = On Singing New Songs ing @PsalterMark - Nov 11
acrostic device can be seen: = In Store Now: “Psalms” by Tremper 1 thi
- Ve called the Psalms the Bible within the

1. Praise Yah! = Reading the Psalms: An Appeal for
Aleph — I will give thanks to Yahweh with my whole heart, Help and Information .
Sethin the company of the upright, in the congregation, « Srom Wham No ecrets AreHic Psalms of Ascents are the Bible
2. Gimel - Great are the works of Vahweh, nireducing the Faims he Bible within the Bible.
Daleth - studied by all who delight in them.
3. He — Full of honour and majesty is his work, FOLLOW ME ON TWITTER 2 6
Waw — and his righteousness endures forever. I ollow © Follow -

2o CfRRBEETONMOR & E y | &~ ' Y DICEC R NG (©Psalterlark - Moy 11

Tomorrow | reach psalm 120 again. So glad
to return to the Psalms of Ascents. Please
see

psaltermark.wordpress.com/2013/08/11/psa -
Coogle' O @o B EER DM E y &~ < ¥ o7



P> Google play |

Sign up for future updates

Alternatively search the Play store

Bible Bedtime is part of Bible Society's Pass It On campaign — encouraging people fo 'pass on' Bible for 'Bible Bedtime".

stories, because we believe every child should have opportunity to experience the Bible. Sign up here
for more news and updates.

Get the story print-outs
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Memorization Helps

\e/é?é Flash cards — Group meditation
e — Repeated motto verse —

Symbols and posters

Psalms 11g. 105

YOUf word i
and g ”th t
My path

Psalms 34:18-19
The LORD is near

the brokenhea rted

crushed in spirit.

saves those who &
. are the afflictions
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LORD delivers h

|saiah 41 -10

Do not fear, for | am with you;

do not anxiously look about

you, for | am your God. 1 will

strengthen you, surely 1 will

help you, surely | will uphold
with My righteous right

righteous, but thel

ForgiveneSs

1
b He is fa'n B C
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of them all.
NASB

Be these. S5

Matthew 5:13-16

http://www.lifeposters.org/bible-posters



~ Offerin

g engagement possibilities across
a range of platforms e.g. Big Bible
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About The Big Bible Project

#BigRead14

I E_S Christians from all churches & none =~ pLAYLST | 1712 Welcome to THE BIG READ 2014 (short trailer <

E. into deeper engagement with the _.' _‘- ‘_}. "“
"'LE Bible through local reading groups - ) M - 1

E;F The #BigBible Project seeks to draw
il

& online conversaticns, including
Biblefresh.

See site map and archives.

Sign up for: Daily email, Monthly email

September 2014

#Digidisciple(s) being inspired by Ecclesiastes
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Jesus the parabolist

53 parables that changed the world

Jan Brueghel the Elder 1568-1625
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Albrecht Direr 1471-1528




It Is time we were all reminded that, to keep
this classic book alive for future generations,
there is only one solution. We must use it or
lose it. That’s why we hope you will join with
us to protect its future by remembering the

need to
Pass It On. (Bible Society Report)




Prioritising Scripture

g The law of the Lord is perfect,
revwmg the S0ul, The decrees

-of the Lord are sure,. making
wise the simple.

Psalm 19.7




